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believed that the Crown might, under Section 122 of Chapter
7ir"V
the constitution, by according to the Commonwealth    __\
the mandate, enable it to exercise full authority,
though the High Court seems rather to rely on the
Imperial Act of 1919 approving the treaty of Versailles.
In New Zealand Orders in Council under the Foreign
Jurisdiction Act were obtained in 1920, under which the
power of government in the fullest sense in the terms
of the mandate was conferred on New Zealand. The
constitution of the territory rests, therefore, on New
Zealand legislation, which is very elaborate. But the
essential feature is administration by an Administrator
appointed by the Governor-General and responsible to
the Minister of External Affairs. There is a Legislative
Council composed of the Administrator, four or six
nominated official members appointed by the Governor-
General, two Europeans elected by the European
population, and two natives of Samoa chosen by the
Governor-General. With this body, which can always
be controlled by the Administrator, he can. legislate for
the territory, subject to disallowance by the Governor-
General. There is also created a High Court, over which
the Supreme Court of New Zealand has control, and
that Court has also authority over Samoa.
As a sign of the evolution of Dominion views of the
rights of the Government of New Zealand it may be
noted that in two judgements * of the Supreme Court the
view has received support that without the Order in
Council New Zealand has authority, but, as the Order in
Council stands, it may be held that these views are not
of fundamental importance. What is clear is that the
1 Tagaloa v. Inspector of Police, [1927] N.Z.L.R. 883; Tamasase, In
re, 1929 Gazette L.R. 149; Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg, xi. 260-62.